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Further Reading. 

 

The Help by Kathryn Stockett 

Limited and persecuted by racial divides in 1962 Jackson, Mississippi, three women, including 
an African-American maid, her sassy and chronically unemployed friend, and a recently grad-
uated white woman, team up for a clandestine project against the backdrop of the  

budding civil rights era.  FIC STOCKETT 

 

 

Four Spirits by Sena Jeter Naslund 

In the wake of racial tensions in 1960s Alabama, sheltered white college student Stella  
participates in her first freedom movement and finds her life changed forever when she  

develops friendships with local African Americans.  FIC NASLUND 

 

 

Back to Mississippi: A Personal Journey Through the Events That Changed 

America in 1964 by Mary Winstead 
Traces the author’s realization of her family’s ingrained racism, ties to the Ku Klux Klan, and 
involvement in the 1964 murders of three civil rights workers, discussing the particular  

impact her discovery had on her perception of her father.  976.206 W 

 

 

Mudbound by Hillary Jordan 
In 1946, Laura McAllan tries to adjust after moving with her husband and two children to an 
isolated cotton farm in the Mississippi Delta, living in shotgun shack with no indoor plumbing 

or electricity under the eye of her hateful, racist father-in-law.  FIC JORDAN 
 
 
 

Parting the Waters: America in the King Years, 1954-63 by Taylor Branch 
Traces the birth of the American civil rights movement and profiles Martin Luther King, Jr., 
detailing the roles played by key figures around him and in government during the period up 
to the assassination of President Kennedy.  See also Pillar of Fire: America During the King 
Years, 1963-1965.  973.049 B 
 
 
 

The Dry Grass of August by Anna Jean Mayhew 

In 1954, 13-year-old Jubie, along with her family and her family’s black maid — who has  

always been there for her, making up for her father’s rages and her mother’s neglect —  

travels to Florida for vacation where she encounters racial tension and tragedy.   

FIC MAYHEW 
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The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd 
After her “stand-in mother,” a bold black woman named Rosaleen, insults the biggest racists 
in town, Lily Owens, whose life has been defined by the tragic death of her mother, joins 
Rosaleen on a journey to Tiburon, South Carolina, where they are taken in by three black, bee

-keeping sisters who show them the true meaning of love and family. FIC KIDD 

 

 

Safe from the Neighbors by Steve Yarbrough 
A high school history teacher looks into his own past and begins to discover secrets from his 
childhood in Mississippi during the 1960s, secrets that he didn’t know existed and connect 

him to the violence of the Civil Rights movement.  FIC YARBROUGH 
 

 

We Are All Welcome Here by Elizabeth Berg 
Stricken by polio, Paige Dunn, a woman of remarkable free spirit, beauty, and intelligence, 
continues to raise her daughter, Diana, with the help of her caretaker Peacie, in a novel about 
the power of love and the resilience of the human spirit, set against the backdrop of 1964 

Tupelo, Mississippi.  FIC BERG 
 

 

The Race Beat: The Press, the Civil Rights Struggle, and the Awakening of a 
Nation by Gene Roberts 
Critically analyzes how the news stories, editorials, and photographs in the American  

press — as well as the journalists responsible for them — helped transform the nation’s  

attitude toward civil rights in the South during the 1950s and 1960s.  070.449 R 

 

 

The Summer We Got Saved by Pat Cunningham Devoto 
Embracing the conservative and discriminatory belief systems of her Southern hometown, Tab 
witnesses profound changes in the attitudes of her friends and family throughout the course 
of a 1960s gubernatorial campaign, which is marked by the establishment of a voting school 

for church members.  FIC DEVOTO 

 
 

Freshwater Road by Denise Nicholas 
Volunteering in the summer of 1964 to help voters to register in the small town of Pineyville, 
Mississippi, college student Celeste Tyree befriends several locals, learns powerful lessons 
about race and social change, and is targeted by people who view her as a threatening  

representation of unwanted change.  FIC NICHOLAS 

 

 

Carry Me Home: Birmingham, Alabama, The Climactic Battle of the Civil Rights 
Revolution by Diane McWhorter 
A journalist chronicles the peak of the civil rights movement, focusing on the  
African-American freedom fighters who stood firm on issues of civil rights and segregation 
during the movement’s eventful climax in Birmingham and the white establishment that op-

posed them.  976.178 M 
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